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AN INSULTINGARTICLE IN VANITY FAIR

EDITOR'S
NOTE

AsGreek Americans, wefind thear-
ticle in Vanity Fair very insulting.
Even though therearemany truestate-
mentsin thisarticle, it isobvious that
theauthor madeavery superficial trea-
tise of the subject interjected, lots of
personal frustrations with the Greek
way of living and has poorly re-
searched the economic crisis of the
European Union members. Many
documented and balanced articles
have been written in newspapers and
magazines on this subject and none of
them predicted the sinking of Greece
with all its people asthe author of the
articlemathematically prophesied. As
afirst step, we publish thisarticleto
its entirety aNd we urge our readers
tospread their disatisfaction aroud the
best best way they know.

SOTIRIS
REKOUMIS

Letter from
Athens. Turn Out
the Lights, The
Party’s Over for

Greece

Apparently Prime Minister George
“Pollyanna’ Papandreou didn’t get the memo
he should have written himself, that, like the
Titanic, Greece will sink and that it'samath-
ematical certainty. Whilehewasgiving araly-
round-the-flag speech to hisdispirited troops
in PASOK’sformerly Socialist party, saying
that Greece can overcomeitseconomiccrisis,
he left out the part that it requires acommon
will and acommon good for acivilization to
prosper, neither of whichthemgjority of Greeks
have.

So while he was whistling through the
graveyard and saying, “ Can wewinthisbattle?
Yes, wecan,” adevastating pieceintheAmeri-
can magazine Vanity Fair, written by Michael
Lewis, awidely-respected economicjournal-
ist, essentially said that Greeceisdoomed be-
causeits people not only accept, tolerate, and
condone corruption, taking and giving bribes
and evading taxes, but |ead the parade. That
will never change.For Lewis, the underlying
question iswhether Greekswill change their

civicreponsihility.

But Modern Greece is the antithesis of An-
cient Greece, and wordslike arete and axios have
disappeared. Lewis wrote that he finds Greek
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people*“funny, warm, smart, and good company.”
But Greeks' perception of one another is much
different, he claimed. “Everyone is pretty sure
everyoneischeating on histaxes, or bribing politi-
cians, or taking bribes, or lying about the value of
hisreal estate. And this total absence of faith in

oneanother isreinforcing. The epidemic of ly-
ing and cheating and stealing makes any sort of
civic lifeimpossible; the collapse of civic life
only encouragesmorelying, chesting, and steal-
ing.” Hesaid that, “ The structure of the Greek
economy iscollectivigt, but the country, in spirit,
isthe opposite of acollective. Itsrea structure
isevery manfor himself.”

These are fighting words to Greeks, al-
though they aretrue, and Greek Americans, by
condoning thiskind of behavior, arecomplicitin
the near ruination of the country. A tiny minor-
ity of honest and hard-working Greeks have
been overrun by the Greedy Mgority andwhat's
likely to come from thisis Greeks and Greek
Americanskilling the messenger instead of cur-
ing the cancer spreading through the body poli-
ticand population. When Greek Americanswho
livein Greece - proving their love—complain
about thisway of thinking, they are dismissed
as being American and not Greek. That's the
good part, of course, because more American
qualities are needed in Greece, starting with a
work ethic and paying your taxes.While
Papandreou wasbusy dispensing platitudessuch
as, “Wegivethisbattle all together. Every day,
every moment, we move forward, facing the
future with optimism and hope” to his people,
trying to prop them up for what may be mas-
sivedefeatsfor hisparty at the municipal elec-
tions in November, the math against him and
Greecewas adding up, despitethe $146 hillion
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individualistic culture, their attitude towards
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PM seeks to bolster Greece abroad

NAT I O NA L H E L L E N I C After cautiousencouragementfromBrus- jts “|ack of credibility on the international

sels, Papandreou heads to US to boost ties,  stage” “We have done everything we can to

F R E E PR ESS woo investors convince our [EU] partners that this time the
As Prime Minister George Papandreou isti ivi

statistics we are giving them are a true reflec-

PUBL ISHER prepared yesterday for atriptothe US, hav-  tjon of reality,” Petalotis said.
The government spokesman was speaking
SOTIRIS REKOUMIS just a few hours before Papandreou was to
board a plane for the US. The premier is to
M attend the United Nations' 65th General As-
DENISE REKOUMIS sembly and take part in a debate on the pros-
ects for the Greek economy at the Economic

LAYOUTS c d

Club of New York, a respected forum for en-
trepreneurs and economists. During his visit,

JOHN REKOUMIS
CONTRIBUTORS

DR. STAVROS BASSEAS, JHON REKOUMIS,
DENISE REKOUMIS, DR JORDAN TSOLAKIDIS,
CHRIS MERENTITIS

Papandreou will meet with American and US-
based Greek businesspeople to discuss possible
ing received messages of cautious support  cooperation that could help Greece to boost
from his European Union counterparts in growth and lay the groundwork for its emer-

i i Brussels, the government spokesman indi- ence from a deepening recession. Papandreou
1.To applaud the achienvements of our ethnic group cate! that bolstering Orecers battared im. Lo rom adecpening - apa o

THE EPLATFORM OF THE GREEK PRESS

2.To suppport theideas of theHé€lenic-Christian tra- age abroad was as important as pushing  matsin Washington, Petalotis said, without de-
dition through dlfflcultgconomlc reformsathome.  termining what issueswould be on the agenda.
) “Our immediate duty was to save the Meanwhile Finance Ministry officialscon-

3.To promote the preservation of the Greek lunguage couar}try [from bank(;uptcy]," saufi Giorgos tinued their talkswith members of the Interna-

H Petalotis. “Now our Uty istoreinforceit on tional Monetary Fund, European Central Bank

4.To encourage all worthy Co_mmunlty causes an international leve,” he said " and European Commission - known locally as
5Toassist all the Greek-American fraternal, cultural Striking back at criticism fromthe main  the troika — regarding Greece's progress in
.. .. . . conservative opposition New Democracy  gathering much-needed revenue, chiefly from
patriotic and religious organizations over the government’s agreement with itsin-  ta collection, and curbing public spending. The

6.To install Americanism in the Greek-American ternational creditors, which have pledged o monitors are due to depart Athens on Tuesday,
. lend Greece 110 billion euros, Petalotis  |eaving ministry officials with a report on the
CVOfnmUﬂlty stressed that the country'slargest deficitwas  country's progress.

7.To advance the just causes of Hellenism.
8. To promote theideals Greece has given to human-

ty. Poverty and

Intolerance
LAW OFFICE OF By Nikos Xydakis

The recent attacks on Afghan immigrants in the district of Aghios Panteleimonas did not
surprise anybody. Unfortunately, such incidents are expected to become more frequent and to
I\/I A RI YA N N A spread. Hatred is not restricted to within the confines of Aghios Panteleimonas.

Large parts of the capital, historic neighborhoods that host large numbers of working-class
people, have for many years now been treated with neglect and conceit by the central authori-
SPY RO PO U L OS tiesaswell asthe majority of the better-off. The older generations of Athenians|eft their homes

in the city center for a new life in the suburbs. The old neighborhoods started to decline as the
demographics shifted.

||'1|?"'7 T T Most of the immigrants who set foot in this
I .a W country during the 1990s found homes in these
I : W half-abandoned districts. It made sense: Rents
were cheap, and the new arrivals were the only
oneswilling to live in the basements. Albanians,
Poles and other Eastern Europeans gave new
life to these neighborhoods, to the local schools
and shops. With time, they became better off; they
bought their own houses; they began to integrate
with mainstream society while lending it their

own color.

But things were different with the next wave of migrants. Those who arrived herefrom Asia
and Africa have hardly managed to integrate — if at all. Lawbreaking, petty crime, poverty and
the endless influx of migrants increased the strain on these already troubled neighborhoods.
Lack of order and lawlessness became the norm. Coexistence between the different ethnic
groups became hard or impossible. So now we have three groups of peoples trying to live next
to each other in the midst of crisis: financially hit Greeks, the more-or-lessintegrated first- and
second-generation Albanians and, finally, the Africans and Asiansliving on the fringes of soci-
ety. Many of the latter cannot speak Greek or find a steady job.

With our urban infrastructure in such a sorry state, with poverty fanning xenophobia and
racism, and with some people organizing themselves into race-based gangs, coexistence ap-
pears extremely difficult. 1t's an explosive mix. Large sections of the city have turned into
human waste dumps, into societal and constitutional black holes. The state is not there; the
state does not care. Trapped in intolerance and anger, some people are tempted to take law in
their own hands.

Afghans have
voted in a key par-
liamentary elec-
tion, with turnout
estimated at about
40%, although
there have been a
number of Taliban
attacks. At least 14
people were killed,
theAfghan interior
ministry said, in-
cluding six secu-
rity force members
in a Taliban attack
inthenorth.

180 N. LASALLE ST.
SUITE 1801
CHICAGO, IL. 60611
PHONE: (312)456-8005
FAX:456-8006
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inemergency loansgiven by the European Union
and International Monetary Fund —inreturnfor
public sector wage cuts, higher taxes, and pen-
sion dashesthat have pushed the country toward
aDepression.

Past Greek Adminstrations (including onein
which Papandreou served) which made Zimba-
bwe look like the winner of the Good Govern-
ment Award, were found to have lied about the
country’s economic condition to get into the
Eurozone, countries using the euro astheir cur-
rency. So what do we say about thisadministra-
tion, which reported a $360 billion deficit, but
which Lewisallegesisreally $1.2trillion. That,
boys and girls, is more than all the reservesin
China, acountry of 1.3 billion people.

People will say Papandreou had no choice
but toimplement tough austerity measures such
ascutting public sector salariesand raising taxes
and holding pensioners hostage, but he did, of
course. That would have been letting go of the
redundant workforce of civil servants. If you're
faced with losing afew thousand people or pun-
ishing amillion to saveface and patronagejobs,
the math’s not that hard.

Instead, the across-the-board caning (ex-
empting the rich and politicians) still won’t be
enough, solook for more. Teachershave already
beentoldtheir pay cut of 10% could become 30%,
andif that happensto all public workers, you can
look for the prediction made by Hans-Werner Sinn,
head of Germany’s|FO Institute, to cometrue.

“Thepolicy of forced ‘internal devaluation,’
deflation and depression could risk driving Greece
totheedgeof civil war,” Sinntold agathering of
political and businessleadersin Italy. “Itisim-
possibleto cut wages by 30% without major ri-
ots.” That's something Greeks are good at, of
course. What do you expect when, asLewisre-
ported, many working class people can’t buy
enough food and every single one of the 300
Members of Parliament are tax evaders and the
richarestill partying in Kolonaki, drinking wine
from the skulls of the near-dead working-
classMWeloveto say “Wetold you so,” because
Vanity Fair put itsimprimatur on what The Na-
tional Herald hasbeenreporting for severa years,

to amost no response, because, as Zorba said:
“On adeaf man’sdoor you can knock forever.”

Lewis said he found that the Greek psyche
of selfishness, the acid of zelevounai, and cul-
tureof corruption arethereal problemsand rea-
son why mathematical attempts to save the
economy are doomed. Greece'sproblemisatti-
tudinal, the acceptance of petty |awlessnessthat
leads to the avarice that has morally, and now
financialy, bankrupt the country.

Casein point: When thefifth all-out smoking
ban in 10 years was implemented on Sept. 1,
Helena Smith, the widely respected correspon-
dent in Greece for the London newspaper The
Guardian, reported that the same night she and
severd friendswent to arestaurant where smok-
ing wasnow allegedly banned and—infront of a
government minister, lit up to test the law. No
one stopped them. Case in Point: in a country
where you can park your car on the sidewalk,
it'snot long beforeyou can do whatever you want.
Every workday | walk up the allegedly pedes-
trian walkway of Voukourestiou Street, which
houses posh shops such as Ralph Lauren, Prada
and Ermengildo Zegna, acauseway for theidle
rich. I1t's also a shortcut for motorcyclists who
routinely roar through, sometimeswhile motor-
cycle cops are standing there smoking and ig-
noring them.

That you expect in Greece. But the other
day, aMercedes Benz Smart car wasusing it as
apersonal shopper’sroad, weaving in and out of
pedestriansjumping out of theway, and it almost
hitmeas| cameup and didn’t seeit. You' d think
thefour municipa copswho saw thisand stopped
the driver might have pulled him out and im-
pounded the car. Instead, they chatted with him,
smiled and waved meout of theway so he could
continue, getting a good glance at the Rolex
watches. If you can’t keep cars off pedestrian
walkways, you can’t keep the Ship of Stateafloat.
Greece is the Titanic. It will sink. It's a math-
ematical certainty, but thistime all the passen-
gersare staying on board, therich partying asit
goes down, the poor trapped in steerage, until
thelightsgo out by themselves.

Greece IS on target, premier
assures Brussels

Prime Minister George Papandreou faces
themediain Brusselsrecently before talkswith
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:

European Union leaders on Greece's progress
in tackling its debt crisisand plansto create an
EU task force for economic governance.

In Brussels, PrimeMinister George Papan-
dreou declared that his government was pro-
gressing slowly but surely with difficult reforms.

“We are on the right track and, although the
course is a tough one, we are making real
progress and pushing through real changes,”
Papandreou told reporters upon his arrival at
the European Commission’s headquarters.
EU heads of state discussed arange of sub-

jects at the summit, including Greece's
progressin pushing through reformsaswell

w3y 2 France's controversial evictions

, from settlements. The matter of
Greece's debt problems was some-

of members of its Roma community

what overshadowed by the Roma
evictions, which drew widespread
criticism from heads of state. But
Greece was also expected to come
under some pressure, as certain EU
member states, including Germany,
are believed to be in favor of the
stricter monitoring of the
government’s progressin collecting
revenue and curbing spending.

Papandreou yesterday reassured hisEU
counterpartsthat hisadministration hasthe
situation under control despite a shortfall in
revenue collection. “ Greece is meeting its
commitments,” he said. “It has reduced its
spending so that thedropin revenuewill not
have a negative impact on it meeting itstar-
gets,” Papandreou added, referring to the
goalsset outin an agreement signed in May
between his government and itsthree credi-
tors — Greece's European Union partners,
the European Central Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, which have
pledged to lend Greece 110 hillion euros
over the next three years.

Speaking after the talks, Papandreou
said that the issue of economic governance
within the EU figured high on the meeting's
agenda. “But the matter of deficitsis only
oneaspect of thisdebate,” Papandreou said.
“What is needed is responsible governance,
a strategy for growth, a transition to the
green economy — and all this under a com-
prehensive European Union policy,” hesaid.
Addressing reporters late yesterday, Euro-
pean Council President Herman Van
Rompuy said EU leaders had achieved a
broad consensuson creating atask forcefor
economic governance that would “ monitor
and correct imbalances, the risk of bubbles
and divergences in competitiveness.”

Chile miners. Trapped underground

Mined areas
= Main pathway down
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The operation to dig down to reach the minersis expected to take up to four months. Of the three planned drilling operations, two have already started.

The first to get underway is using a specialist mining drill called a Strata 950 raise bore machine which will cut down to level 100, 702m deep, where the miners are sheltering.

After creating a pilot hole, the shaft will be widened to enable a rescue capsule to be lowered and raised for each man. Asthe holeis reamed out to a width of some 70cm, tonnes of debris
and rock will fall down the hole. Engineers estimate that 12 -15 tonnes of rock will need to be cleared by the trapped miners each day. They have at least two functioning trucksin the tunnel
and other equipment for moving rubble. Diesel and other materials will be supplied down the various communication shafts.

A second operation - Plan B - started on 5 September using a faster raise bore-type drill, a Schramm T-130, to cut down to level 135, 678m below the surface. The pilot hole reached a
workshop a few hundred metres from the miners' refuge on 17 September. The operation was delayed when the drill bit shattered and pieces had to be fished out by large magnets.

Itisstill expected to take a few weeks to widen the Plan B hole for a rescue capsule to be sent down.

The third operation - Plan C - is expected to start on 20 September using an oil industry machine that will dig at an angle of 85 degrees to level 150, 567m down.
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CYPRIOT AMERICAN SOCIETY OF GREATER CHICAGO
cordially invites you and your guests to their

REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS FIFTIETH
ANNIVERSARY GALA

“Celebrating a Country and its People”

Saturday, September 25, 2010
Cocktails & Hors d’oeuvres at 6:30 p.m.
Dinner at 7:30 p.m.

Open Bar

Lion’s Gate Pavilion at Fountain Blue Banquets
2300 S. Mannheim Road, Des Plaines, Illinois

ADMISSION $75
Children under 12 years of age $35

HONORING
U.S. CONGRESSMAN DON MANZULLO
Justice for Cyprus” Award

MR. CHRIS TOMARAS
“Legacy for Cyprus” Award

MR. ANDY ATHENS
“Lifetime Achievement” Award

Celebrating with Cypriot Dancers, Music and Dancing
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CYPRIOT AMERICAN SOCIETY OF GREATER CHICAGO

REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY
GALA BENEFACTORS

O Please indicate my name as a GRAND BENEFACTOR (2,500}
3 Please indicate my name as a BENEFACTOR ($7,000)
O Please indicare my name as a CONTRIBUTOR ($3500)
3 Please indicate my name as a DONOR (5250)
03 Please indicate my name as a FRIEND ($100)

Please print your name exactly as you wish it to appear in our gala program.
(A maximum of 60 characrers is allowed.)

(3 | have enclosed my check made payable to the Cypriot American Society §

in the amount of §

3903 Rockspur Trail, Crystal Lake, IL 60012
Tel: 815-354-1109 » Fax: 815-477-9761 « Email: Cyprus1960@gmail.com
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it Your Roets in ©reece

The Birthplace of Olympic Ideals
& Universal Spirit

Pane Your Ravde bn farpee s

Te Reverse the Loss of Greece’s Forests

A MELLENTC AMERICAN MNON- PROFIT, NON- GOVERNMENTAL CREANIZATION

Under the Auspices of Hellenic-American National Council and SAE U.S.A. Region

Ecology and Volunteerism are notions that were coined in Anclent Greece. The woridview
of the Ancient Greeks was based on the principle that nature Is sacred and that human

beings are not the resuit of a creation but a part of the evolutionary, in a sacred way,
creation.

The “Plant Your Roots in Greece” Foundation, promotes the spirit of reconciliation of the
modern man with his natural environment in combination with the Olympic ideal of

volunteerism. In collaboration with groups of volunteers, students, athletes, fire fighters,
citizens, and hunters and with the regional Municipal Authorities, it has reforested Greek

regions affected by fire and natural disasters.
Trees are a source of life, a sign of civilization. You too can contribute and heip Greece

become green again, the sacred land where the great pan-humanitarian values were coined.
Plant a tree in your name or the name of a beloved one. Make the dream come true.

“Plant Your Roots in Greece Foundation”, is o non-profit tax-exempt organization, incorperated in
Washingion DC.
2155 WEST 80® Street CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60620-5315 Tel. (773) 783-5555
Fax: (773) 994 5037 E-mail: tgshanc@aol.com
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Plant Your Roots in Greece

Yes, Iwill join the “ Plant Your Roots Program” to reforest the Greek mountains and

countryside.

Special Donations OMzr. O Mrs. OMs.
[1$20 - 2 Trees (Minimum donation) -Name

0$50 - 5 Trees | -Address

0$100 - 10 Trees

0$1000 - A “Grove” of 100 Trees Tel.:

Enclosed is my check for $ for trees.

Make checks payable to: #Plant Your Roots in Greece Foundation, Inc.”
2155 W. 80th Street, Chicago, IL 60620 U.S.A. or Deposits in Greece:
TRAPEZA PISTEOZ, Acct. #143-0021-01-03-7288 or

EUROBANK Acct. #: 0026.0012.39.0100763237

Send Certificate of Appreciationto: ~ __Mr. _ Mrs. _Ms.
Name :
Address

To Honor/In Memory of (circle on§) _
Ad sponsored by T.G.S. Petroleum Inc.
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State revenue held back by

tardy trials

New Justice Ministry statistics show that
nearly half a million cases of alleged tax-re-
lated offenses are pending at courtsaround the
country, obstructing the dispensation of justice
but also holding back much-needed state rev-
enue at a time when the debt-ridden govern-
ment is desperatetorefill state coffersand plug
a gaping budget deficit.

According to ministry statistics, around
120,000 new cases reach the country’s admin-
istrative courts every year. Of these, just 85,000
are heard, meaning that some 35,000 remain
pending, adding to the existing backlog. As it
takes an estimated 11 to 13 years for each tax-
related case to be resolved, the process of plow-
ing through this backlog is extremely slow.
Consequently, hundreds of thousands of euros
in fines for tax evasion and other offenses are
not collected.

Court clerks yesterday staged a work stop-
page from 7.30 a.m. until 11.30 a.m., protest-
ing staff shortages and the lack of sufficient
courtroomsto handlethe hugebacklog of cases.

The clerks say there are approximately
2,500 vacant positionsin the country’s courts,
afigurethey fear could double as hundreds of
their colleagues have rushed to take early re-
tirement ahead of the implementation of the
new pension law which raises the retirement
age and cuts monthly payments.

Truckersdig in heels over
reforms

Protesting truck drivers yesterday
kept their vehicles parked alongside ma-
jor highways on the outskirts of Athens,
threatening to press on with their protest
action after a draft bill foreseeing the
opening up of their sector to competition
was approved by a parliamentary com-
mittee. The legidation is to be submitted
to Parliament’splenary session early next
week in order to be voted into law.

Unionists representing the truckers,
who had joined a debate on thebill in Par-
liament earlier in the week, expressed
their disappointment with the Transport
Ministry’s refusal to grant them conces-
sionsand threatened to continuewith their
action.

Astheprovisionsof thedraft bill were
discussed in Parliament, long lines of
parked trucks caused traffic chaos on the
Athens-Corinth national road at Haidari,
Elefsina and at other junctions. A large
police presence remained on standby to
block truckersfrom driving their vehicles
into central Athensin a hid to highlight
their grievances. The protesters had at-
tempted to advance to the city center sev-
eral times earlier in the week but were
stopped each time by police.

Unionists expressed disappointment
after their talkswith government officials
collapsed and said they would continue
their action indefinitely until they are of-
fered some concessions.

Transport Minister Dimitris Reppas
remained unmoved. He said thetruckers’

callsfor the reformsto be introduced five years
from now rather than three, asthe hill foresees,
were not workable and he appealed to unionists
to “look forward to a new, modernized Euro-
pean system rather than struggling to perpetu-
ate an outdated one.”

“ Some people are doing all they can to pre-
serve the existing anachronistic regime when
all other European countries pushed through
crucial reforms much earlier,” Reppas said.

Truckersdig in heels over

reforms
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in order to be voted into law.
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had joined a debate on the hill in Parliament
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ment with the Transport Ministry's refusal to
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tinuewith their action.

As the provisions of the draft bill were dis-
cussed in Parliament, long lines of parked
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forget to

times earlier in the week but were stopped
each time by police. Unionists expressed dis-
appointment after their talkswith government
officials collapsed and said they would con-
tinue their action indefinitely until they are
offered some concessions.

Transport Minister Dimitris Reppas re-
mained unmoved. He said the truckers’ calls
for the reforms to be introduced five years
from now rather than three, as the bill fore-
sees, were not workable and he appealed to
unioniststo “look forward to a new, modern-
ized European system rather than struggling
to perpetuate an outdated one.”

“Some people are doing all they can to
preserve the existing anachronistic regime
when all other European countries pushed
through crucial reforms much earlier,”
Reppas said.ND leader Samaras visits
Thessal oniki

Samaras in Thessaloniki

Main opposition New Democracy (ND)
party leader Antonis Samaras met on Friday
with production sector representativesduring
hisvisit to Thessaloniki within the framework
of the 75th International Trade Fair (TIF)
taking place in the city. He met with his
party'scandidateswhowill runin November's
local government elections. He also attended
the ND party committee meeting scheduled
to be held in Thessa-loniki later in the after-
noon.

On Friday evening the ND leader vis-
ited the local economic chamber and after-
wardshe attended eventshosted by the party's
youth movement.  On Saturday morning,
Samaras wvisited TIF pavilions and later he
met with local authorities. In the evening he
addressed production sector representatives.

Temple of Athena Nike on

Acropolis restored

Standing a full metre taller than before
and without the scaffolding that enveloped
it for the past decade, the slim temple of
Athena Nike atop the Acropolis in central
Athens was again in full view as of this
month following the completion of restora-
tion work.

The small temple was among the an-
cient marblestructureson the Acropolisthat
had suffered the most extensive damage over
the years, even as far back as 1687 when it
was badly damaged by a mortar shell lobbed
by besieging Venetians against an Ottoman
garrison barricaded on thehill. 1t had also
been frequently restored since 1935, though
not always correctly.

When the Monuments Preservation
Service took charge of it, most of the build-
ing blocks were incorrectly placed, the west
side leaned by 4.5 centimetres and oxida-
tion had penetrated to the lower, archaic-
era temple. The placing of a metallic grate
made of stainless steel, a change not origi-
nally envisaged as part of the restoration,
was one of the factors that delayed delivery
of the monument.

Other causes of delay were two fur-
ther studies, one concerning the positioning
of the slabs making up the frieze and an-
other on the construction of the marblelion
heads on the cyma, something done for the
first time on the Acropolis.  The temple of
the'Wingless Nike' standsin the southwest-
ern corner of the Acropolis, where in
Mycenaean timesthere wasa turret protect-
ingtheentrancetotheAcropolis. Thetemple
was built between 426-421 B.C. based on a
plan by Kallikrates and is the successor of
earlier temples dedicated to " victorious
Athena" or Athena Nike. Thetemplewas
first described as that of the 'Nike Apteros
(wing-less victory) by Pausanias, who de-
scribed the cult statue of Athena as lacking
wings-- so that victory could never leavethe
pre-eminent Greek city-state of antiquity.
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Canadian clubs sweep 5th Annual Hellenic Soccer
Tournament Championships

5th Annual Hellenic Soccer Tournament - Schaumburg, FINAL STANDINGS
llinois, USA - September 3,4 & 5, 2010

Toronto HellasFootball Club (Men’sOpen Competitive Division), Olympic Flame* Alexander
The Great” (Men’s Open Division), and PAOK Hellas (Men's Over 40 Division) were crowned
Hellenic Soccer Tournament Champions.

e

Olympic Flame “Alexander The Great” Men’s Open Champions

Division - Men’sOpen Competitive
1. Toronto Hellas Football Club - Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Hellenic Soccer Tournament action:Hellas Soccer Club and Hellenic United Athletic Club

Olympic Park in Schaumburg, I1linois, USA (near Chicago) was the site chosen for the 5th 2. Hellas Soccer Club - Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
Annual Hellenic Soccer Tournament. The battle for the undisputed North American Amateur Hel- 3. Windsor Hellenic Football Club - Windsor, Ontario, Canada
lenic Soccer Tournament championship included 23 teams representing 9 cities (Chicago, Gary, 4. Hellenic United Athletic Club - Chicago, Ilinois, USA
New York, Ottawa, Scarborough, Toronto, Thornhill, Windsor, Winnipeg) from 2 different countries 5. Greek American Atlas- New York, New York, USA
(Canadaand USA). Other than the opening night on Friday September 3, 2010 where gusty winds 6. CKSWarta- Chicago, Illinois, USA
made spectators reach out for their fall gear therest of the tournament was enjoyed as perfect fall Divison- Men’s Open
weather.

Toronto Hellas Football Club Men’s Open Competitive Champions

The Men’'sOpen Competitive Division championship crown went to Toronto Hellas Football PAOK Hellas Men's Open Over-40 Champions
Club from Toronto, Ontario, Canada after the second-time participant (Over-30 division last year)
beat 2007 Hellenic Soccer Tournament champions Hellas Soccer Club from Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canadain penalties (7-6) after theregular period had ended ina2-2 tie.

The Men's Open Division championship crown went to Olympic Flame “ Alexendar The
Great” from Toronto, Ontario, Canada after the second -time participant (joining of last year's
champions Olympic Flame F.I.S.A. and Alexander The Great clubs) beat Athletic Club Halsted
from Chicago, Illinois, USA with ascore of 3-1.

TheMen’sOver 40 Division championship crownwent to PAOK Hellasfrom Toronto, Ontario,
Canada after the first -time participant gathered 15 points in the overall standings table for the

1. Olympic Flame“Alexander The Great” - Scarborough, Ontario, Canada
2. Athletic Club Halsted - Chicago, lllinois, USA

3. Hellenic United “Blue’ - Chicago, Illinois, USA

4. SkalaMessinias- Chicago, lllinois, USA

5. Hellenic United “White” - Chicago, lllinois, USA

6. GREEK SOCCER.COM - Chicagpo, Illinois, USA

7. ThyellaFootball Club - Chicago, Illinois, USA

8. York Region Hellenics- Thornhill, Ontario, Canada

Over-40division. Division - Men’sOver 40
The Men's Over 50 division featured two games with teams from Chicago, USA (OACA 1. PAOK Hellas - Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Olympic Spirit) and Toronto, Canada (Toronto Hellenics Footbal | Club). Both teamswere announced 2.0.A.C.A. Olympic Spirit - Chicago, lllinois, USA
asco-championsin that division. 3. Hellenic United Athletic Club - Chicago, Illinois, USA
The5thAnnual Hellenic Soccer Tournament was concluded on Sunday, September 5th, 2010 4. Ottawa Hellenic Football Club - Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
with an the on-field awards ceremony. Prizeswere awarded to thewinnersin the presence of club 5. N.Y. Olympiakos Football Club - New York, New York, USA
representatives. 6. [llianaUnited Football Club - Gary, Indiana, USA

7. Toronto Hellenic Soccer Club - Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Division - Men’sOver 50
1. O.A.C.A. Olympic Spirit - Chicago, Illinois, USA

1. Toronto Hellenic Soccer Club - Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Phones: 847.965.5264

847.965.5254 SPONSORS

Cell: B47.942.0115 International M edia Sponsor : Antenna Satellite
Fax: 847.965.6242 National Platinum Sponsor: T.G.S Petroleum - Mr. Ted Spyropoulos
: Gold Sponsors: Cafe Mistiko & All Star Wings & Ribs

Local C icati : O ia & Chi Greek H - Mr. Sotiri
OLYMPIC ROOF]NG INC. Rekou n:?(;azli M?;n;natrégmﬁq Zponsors mogenoia icago Gr ours r. Sotiris

SPECIAL FLAT ROOFING Photography: RitaKentros
INDUSTRIAL « RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

OT TAR ROOFING = RGLASS w "
T D T R THE CHICAGO GREEK HOURS' A5DAILLY

* SINGLE PLY ROOFING » RUBBERIZED ROOFING HOURS GREEK RADIO PROGRAM AIRED
FREE ESTIMATES

' 8379 N.-WAUKEGAN RD FROM WEEF 1430AM NOW IN THE INTERNET!
SPYROS HOMBITAKIS gt o HOURS A DAY

www.thechicagogreekhours.com
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Fun stuff to think
about

Stewardesses is the longest word typed
with only theleft hand. And ’'lollipop is
the longest word typed with your right hand.
(Bet you tried thisout mentally, didn’t you?)

No word inthe English language rhymes
with month, orange, silver, or purple.

" Dreamt’ isthe only Englishword that ends
intheletters ‘mt’. (Are you doubting this?)

Our eyes are awaysthe same size from
birth, but our nose and ears never stop grow-
ing.

The sentence: ‘The quick brown fox
jumps over the lazy dog’ uses every letter of
thealphabet. (Now, you KNOW you'regoingto
try thisout for accuracy, right?)

Thewords 'racecar,” ‘kayak’ and ‘level’
arethesame whether they areread lefttoright or
righttoleft (paindromes). (Yep, | knew youwere
goingto‘do’ thisone)

Thereareonly four wordsinthe Englishlan-
guagewhichendin ‘dous': tremendous, hor-
rendous, stupendous, and hazardous. (You're
not possibly doubting this, areyou ?)

Therearetwo wordsin the Englishlanguage
that have all five vowelsin order: ‘abstemious’
and ’facetious.’ (Yes, admit it, you are going
tosay, aei o u)

TYPEWRITER isthelongest word that can
be made using the letters only on one row of the
keyboard. (All you typists are going to test this
out)

A cat has32 musclesineachear. A gold-
fish hasamemory span of three seconds (Some
days that’'s about what my memory spanis.)

A 'jiffy’ isanactual unit of timefor 1/100th
of a second.

A shark istheonly fish that can blink with
both eyes.

A snail can sleep for three years. (I
know some peoplethat could do thistoo!)

Almonds are a member of the peach
family.

An ostrich’seyeisbhigger thanitsbrain. (I
know some people like that also . Actualy |
know A LOT of peoplelikethis!)

Babies are born without kneecaps. They
don’t appear until the child reaches2to 6 years
of age.

February 1865istheonly monthinre-
corded history not to havea full moon.

In the last 4,000 years, no new animals
have been domesticated.

If the population of Chinawalked past
you, 8 abreast, thelinewould never end because
of therate of reproduction.

Leonardo DaVinci invented the scis-
sors

Peanuts
dynamite!

Rubber bands last longer when refriger-
ated.

The average person’s|eft hand does 56%
of thetyping.

The cruiseliner, QE 2, moves only six
inchesfor each gallon of diesdl that it burns.

Themicrowave wasinvented after are-
searcher walked by aradar tube and a choco-
latebar melted in hispocket. (Good thing hedid
that.)

The winter of 1932 was so
cold that NiagaraFalls frozecompletely solid.

There are more chickensthan peoplein
theworld.

Winston Chur chill wasbornin aladies
room during adance.

Women blink nearly twice as much as
men. Now you know more than you did be-

are one of the ingredients of

Tight lips as Middle East peace
talks rumble on

With talksnow well under way, the Ameri-
cans are working hard to stop information

leaking out of the conference rooms.The

statementsthat have been released arebland,

positive without minimising the problems

ahead. Wearetold that thel sragli PrimeMin-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and the Palestin-

ian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas are

" getting down to business" , tackling thetough

issues upfront.

Atmospherics are well managed. Mr
Netanyahu flew a Palestinian flag when Presi-
dent Abbas came to his official residence in
Jerusalem. The Americansconcludethat both
men want a peace deal.

So does all that mean that this new peace

process will work?Probably not. At the mo-
ment the odds are against it.

Most peoplein the region are very pessi-
mistic, including some who are close to Mr
Abbas and Mr Netanyahu. Before the Wash-
ington summit where the talks were inaugu-
rated one such person told me that it would
all be a complete waste of time.

Thesetalks could collapse beforethey get
going properly. A partial Israeli freeze on
building for Jewsin the occupied West Bank
runsout at the end of this month. The Pales-
tinians say that if the freeze is not renewed
they will walk away from the table. The Is-

raelisare sounding moreflexiblethan a week
ago, but they are till ruling out an extension
to the freeze.

There is a sense among some | sraelis
and some Palestinians - and also in the
Obama White House - that time is running
out”. Negotiations first started almost 20
years ago. All of them have failed, although
generally speaking each individual failureleft

something on which to build next timeround.

Israelis and Palestinians are pessimistic
because they have had their hopes raised too
often, and becausethereisa very obvious gap
between them on the big issues. Will Israel
allow the Palestinians to have a capital in
Jerusalem? What will Palestinian refugees
get? How much land will the Palestinians get
for a state?

And what kind of state? Properly sover-
eign - or with Israel controlling the borders,
the airspace, and the water aquifers?

| srael isdemanding recognition asa Jew-
ish state. Palestinians point out that around
one-fifth of Israeli citizens are Arabs, not
Jews. Even if they can makeadeal, it isdoubt-
ful whether they could deliver it. Mr Netnyahu
and Mr Abbas both have serious domestic
political constraints.

Mr Netanyahu hasa coalition government
reliant, for now anyway, on parties that are

Pope Benedict
In England

The Pope says that religion is 'margi-
nalised' during hisspeech in Westminster Hall.

The Pope has warned that religion - and
Christianity in particular - is" being margina-
lised" around the world. His comments came
in hiskeynote speech to UK MPs, senior mem-
bers of British society, and religious leaders at
Westminster Hall in central London.

Pope Benedict XVI warned that therewere
some people who wanted to see " the voice of
religion be silenced" . He returned to the sub-
ject in a service at Westminster Abbey, asking

o)
g
Christians to speak out about their faith.

His speech at Westminster Hall as"aral-
lying call, and a plea - for religion not to be
squeezed out by secular society” . The Popewas
speaking as a sixth man was arrested as coun-
ter-terrorism detectives investigate an alleged
threat to Pope Benedict XVI's visit. In his
speech at Westminster Hall, the Pope called
on thosein attendance to seek waysto promote
faith " at every level of national life".

Headded: " | cannot but voice my concern
at the increasing marginalisation of religion,
particularly of Christianity, that istaking place
in some quarters, even in nations which place
a great emphasis on tolerance.

" There are those who would advocate that
thevoice of religion be silenced, or at least rel-
egated to the purely private sphere. " Thereare
those who argue that the public celebration of
festivals such as Christmas should be discour-
aged, in the questionable belief that it might
somehow offend those of other religions or
none."

At the service celebrated jointly with the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams,
at Westminster Abbey, the Pope said: " in a so-
ciety which has become increasingly indiffer-
ent or even hostile to the Christian message”,
believers were " all the more compelled to give
ajoyful and convincing account” of their faith.
He also shook incense over the tomb of Ed-

ward the Confessor - regarded as a saint by
both Churches. Following the service, the
Pope travelled back to the home of Papal
Nuncio - hisofficial representitivein the UK
- in Wimbledon, south-west London.

'‘Deep friendship'

Earlier, the Pope met Dr Williams at
Lambeth Palace - a meeting attended by An-
glican and Roman Catholic bishopsfrom dif-
ferent parts of the UK.

This was one of the most important
speeches of Pope Benedict's papacy and he
used it to warn the very health of democracy
in Britain was being jeopardised by the
margi-nalisation of religion. His essential
message was that democracy relies on the
use of reason but that human reasoning was
being distorted by ideology and changing
social fashions.

The Pope insisted reason needed to be
judged against the unchanging teaching of-
fered by religion - based as it was on " natu-
ral law", the fundamental nature of people.
This was a dramatic attempt by Pope
Benedict to force civic leaders to question
the essential working of a democracy they
havetaken for granted would operatefor the
good of all.

His aim was to halt what he sees as the
trend for governments to legislate to try to
govern people's beliefs as well as their
behaviour. It comes at atime when Anglican
moves towards appointing women hishops
have unsettled relations with Rome.

But the Pope said he wanted to focus on
the " deep friendship" between the two
churches rather than their differences. The
Lambeth Palace meeting marked the first
time a Pope has met the Archbishop at his
official residence. It was viewed as an im-
portant event more than 40 years after offi-
cial talks began about possible reunification
of the two churches.

Divisions remain over Roman Catholic
opposition tothe ordination of women priests.
Meanwhile the Church of England's Gen-
eral Synod left the way open for appointing
women bishops at its meeting in July. The
Vatican angered many supporters of
women's ordination by describing it as a
"grave crime" to be dealt with in the same
process as sex abuse, though it denied it was
equating the two.

Dr Williams said in his opening remarks
that the Pope was " most welcome" at
Lambeth Palace. He then praised the
pontiff's " consistent and penetrating analy-
sis of the state of European society” . Asthe
Pope |eft Lambeth Palace to travel the short
distance to Westminster Hall in his
Popemobile, thousands of people lined the
streets. At one point he stopped the vehicleto
bless a baby that was handed up to him.

against making concessions to the Palestin-
ians.

Mr Abbasis politically weak. He does not
speak for Gaza. It is controlled by Hamas,
which saysthetalks are atrick, and that they
would not have come even had they been
asked.

The Americans want a deal, badly. Presi-
dent Barack Obama is pushing harder and
earlier in histerm than his two predecessors.

He appointed his Middle East envoy,
Senator George Mitchell on his second day
in office. Mr Mitchell'sfavouriterebuketo the
pessimists is to recall that during histime as
a peace envoy in Northern Ireland, they had

700 days of failure and one of success.

Senator Mitchell is counselling patience.
But thereis a sense among some I sraelis and
some Palestinians - and also in the Obama
White House - that time isrunning out.

Thesecular leadership of the PLO, which
hasfailed so far to deliver independence, can
feel the hot breath of political | slam.
So can the Americans. Extreme Jew-
ishreligiousnationalistsarealso en-
trenched in some | sra€li settlements
in the occupied West Bank.

Some say that Mr Netanyahu, in
his second stint as prime minister,
wants a peace deal to be his legacy.
Onehighlyrespected | sraeli journal-
ist has suggested that he is becom-
ing an Israeli Gorbachev - put into
power to safeguard an empire, only
to dismantle it.

Others believe that Mr
Netanyahu is more concerned with
stopping Iran becoming a nuclear
power, even if that means war. This theory
says he is only making the right noises about
peace with the Palestinians to get closer to
Mr Obama for when he needs him on Iran.

WE'll see. Thisprocessis supposed to pro-
duce an agreement in a year.



