
NATIONAL  HELLENIC

FREE PRESS
GREEK  AMERICAN NEWSPAPER

VOL. 31                                               NO. 337                      CHICAGO,  IL.                                                            APRIL , 2013

St. George Greek Orthodox Church
is celebrating its 90th anniversary this
year. St. George is the oldest Greek Or-
thodox Church at its original location in
the Chicagoland area. It is a well-known
and integral part of the Lincoln Park
neighborhood.

The history of St. George is not un-
like the history of many Greek Orthodox
Churches in America. In 1923, planning
and preparation began for the founding
of a new community in the Lincoln Park
area. Under the leadership of Rev. A.
Mandilaris, leaders of the local Greek
community (most of who were immigrants

from the Peloponnese) met, and with faith
and determination agreed to purchase a
Lutheran church building located at 2701
N. Sheffield Avenue. The church was of-
ficially named St. George on January 9,
1923 and was adapted for Orthodox wor-
ship in time for its first worship services

in April 1923.
Much effort was devoted to beau-

tifying the interior of the church. In
1963, a hand-carved wooden
Iconostasion was obtained from St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, then
located in the city’s south side

Englewood neighborhood. The
Iconostasion and the church’s walls
were adorned with traditional Byzan-
tine iconography painted by the late
master iconographer, John Terzis. St.
George has some of the finest examples
of Byzantine iconography in the Mid-
west.

The first priest to serve St. George

was the Very Reverend Archimandrite
Daniel Golemis, a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Athens School of Theology.
Although he was also a lawyer, Father
Golemis was well known for his love
Orthodoxy and the Greek language. A

St George Greek Orthodox
Church in Chicago, Ill

“90th Anniversary, celebrating
the Past, the Present and the

Future”

(Continued p.4)

It was a shotgun wedding.  The U.S. carried the shotgun. Israel and Turkey ex-
changed the vows. And even though both realize the necessity, they resent standing
under the same chupah. As he was departing Israel after his recent visit, President
Obama placed a phone call and spoke to Prime Minister Erdogan and then handed
the phone to Prime Minister Netanyahu. So, forced to stand under the same bridal
canopy, the two leaders vowed to renew cooperation.

But it was an unenthusiastic vow. As soon it was announced, Erdogan declared
that he won an apology from Israel, took a wait-and-see attitude and announced a
visit to Gaza’s Hamas and the Palestinian Authority in the Judea-Samaria territo-
ries. Netanyahu chose a low-tone approach. Erdogan’s latest statements against Is-
rael are still hovering over the Middle Eastern skies. Equating Zionism with fas-
cism, Erdogan has been consistent in his thinking and utterances since his days as
mayor of Istanbul. His anti-Semitism, indeed his hatred, is abundantly documented
by the Center for Political Research of Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.    

Erdogan surely knew his statement on Zionism is not an off-the-cuff remark. It
is an insult against the very soul of Israel. Still, he uttered it just days before Obama’s
long-announced trip and his stated interest to bring the two countries closer. Why?
Here is an analyst’s explanation quoted in the newsletter of the Conference of Presi-
dents of Major American Jewish Organizations:”Six years after storming out of a
debate with President Shimon Peres at Davos, three years after divorcing Israel to
the acclaim of the Arab world, two months after excoriating Zionism as a crime
against humanity, Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan is not a friend, not an ally, and
not a polite neighbor. At best, he is a temporary partner for temporary deals. Erdogan
hates Israel, is hostile to its very existence, and longs to do something to speed up
the end of that existence.”

It is not a coincidence that Erdogan’s solidly enthroned Foreign Minister is Ahmet
Davutoglou, theoretician and practitioner of the Turkey Uber Alles dogma. It is a
political doctrine demonstrated in the Turkish drive to lead the nations of the late
Ottoman Empire in the Middle East and the Balkans. Muslim countries in the
Balkans, which shed blood to overthrow the Ottoman yoke 90 years ago, show no
interest in Davutoglu’s cosmic theories. But he figures that if the masses are disin-
terested, perhaps he can rally the privileged few.

Recently, Davutoglu invited descendants of the last Ottoman dynasty to dinner
at the Turkish embassy in London. Among the guests was the grandson of the last
Caliph, Abdülmecid II,whom Kemal Ataturk deposed in March 1924. Erdogan and
Davutoglu are nostalgic for the aristocratic theocracy of the Ottoman Caliphate
where Sharia was the law. The religious climate in today’s Turkey embodied in
“Turkishness” has been accompanied by fundamental changes in the armed forces.
In the past 10 years, Erdogan purged the army of officers following Kemal Ataturk’s
tradition as guardians of a secular state.

But no Muslim state – and even less one that is not Arab – is likely to lead the
Middle East unless it can humiliate militarily or diplomatically the common en-
emy, Israel. That thinking is in line with Erdogan’s announcement – vehemently
opposed by the U.S. – to visit Gaza in April. Knowing his interest in traumatizing
Israel, one can realistically speculate that Erdogan is considering a visit to Gaza by
boat or in a motorcade from Egypt. Cooperation between Turkey and Israel is in the
interest of both, in light of the chaos in Syria and Iran’s nuclear designs. It serves
U.S. interests, too.

Genuine cooperation could also be in the interest of Greece and Cyprus if it
makes it easier for Israel to produce natural gas with Cyprus, or begin exploration
and production with Greece, especially south of Crete. But I would not advise people
to hold their breath waiting, especially because Greece seems unable to declare its
Exclusive Economic Zone (in Greek, AOZ.) Skirting the issue, Greece clings to
the idea of a European Union AOZ which does not exist because the EU is not a
country.

For Greece, the tragedy is that it may soon miss the opportunity for a declara-
tion altogether. The window for such a move is closing quickly in the war climate
that prevails, and in Israel’s reduced ability to support it militarily if necessary. As
long as Turkey is under pressure on its borders – from Syrian refugees, Assad’s
army and the Kurds – the window remains partially open. When conditions change
enough, it is likely it will be too late.

In connection with Greece, it is in their mutual benefit to strengthen the alli-
ance with Israel. History teaches us that Turkey’s “friendly” attitude may last so
long, and then it will drop the façade. It would be surprising if Israel is not seriously
considering that scenario. In connection with Syria, neither Turkey nor Israel can
feel relatively secure as long as the civil war continues. They are faced with a double
uncertainty. Who will win? If the rebels win, who leads them?A rebel victory could
open the door to Jihadists like Al-Qaeda, and build up pressure on Israel’s Golan
Heights.                                                                                           (Continued p.6)

 Forced by the U.S., Turkey
and Israel uneasy ‘partners’

facing Syria and Iran
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Koraes Elementary School
Winter Band Festival!

Koraes Elementary School, affiliated with SS Constantine and Helen Greek Ortho-
dox Church in Palos Hills, performed in a winter band festival on March 12, 2013 for
family and friends.  Our Koraes band members, under the direction of Mr. Dominic
Colonero band director, invited Saint Mary Catholic School band members to join them
for a beautiful evening of music.

 Pictured left to right Teddy Greanias (eighth grade) & Johnny Greanias (eighth
grade).

 Pictured left to right
Maria Marx (fourth
grade), Mark Sweiss
(fourth grade), and Billy
Ekonomou (fourth
grade). 
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Our Best Wishes to our  Employees, Clients, Associates,
friends and their Families and to the Entire Greek Community

HAPPY EASTER

Opening its doors in 1986, Athens Construction now has over 26 years of growth and
experience in the field of general building construction. In 1989 the firm was organized
as a corporation in the State of Illinois. The founders steadily pursued their dream of
creating a distinguished general contracting firm built on the principles of old world
craftsmanship combined with the application of innovative methods and state of the art
technology, sensitivity to the environment and honesty in its dealings.

ADDRESS: 613 WEST 16TH STREET, CHICAGO, IL. 60616
WEB: athensconstruction.com
PHONE: (312) 243-2727
FAX: (312) 563-0101
E-MAIL info@athensconstruction.com
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�J-+�� �G)��-�J-+�� �G)��-�J-+�� �G)��-�J-+�� �G)��-�J-+�� �G)��-
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HAPPY EASTER FROM 6)J�'3G )??K�C-�6)J�'3G )??K�C-�6)J�'3G )??K�C-�6)J�'3G )??K�C-�6)J�'3G )??K�C-�

�HG6K3A-��G�HG6K3A-��G�HG6K3A-��G�HG6K3A-��G�HG6K3A-��G
SOTIRIS REKOUMIS/ OMOGENEIA

7902 MAPLE ST.  MORTON GROVE, IL
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Greek school, with an enrollment of 145
students, was established with the for-
mation of the parish. Fr. Golemis served
as the school’s first teacher and princi-

pal. The school’s success was furthered
with the help of Mrs. Ellie Panagakos

who was a teacher and principal for 35
years. Many current parishioners are
alumni of the Greek school.

During the tenure of Fr. Golemis
and with the dedication of early parish
councils and devout parishioners, many
ministries were begun, such as the Ladies
Educational Society, the
Sunday school, the choir,
and the GOYA. His zeal
and dedication to the val-
ues of Orthodoxy set the
tone for the parish. For 21
years Fr. Golemis devoted
himself to building the par-
ish and all its ministries.
His devotion was such that
upon his death in 1944 he
left all that he owned to St.
George.

Fr. Golemis’ succes-
sors were: Father Basil
Pantazopoulos (1944-1957); Father Pe-
ter Rexinis (1958-1966) retired; Father
Theodoros Filandrinos (1966-1970) re-
tired; Father Athenagoras Zakopoulos
(1970-1972) presently Metropolitan of
Fokida, in Amfissa, Greece; Father
Christos Vagias (1973-2006) retired;
Father George Bessinas (2006-present).

While Fr. Golemis is responsible for
setting the foundations of St. George, the
most memorable accomplishments in re-
cent years were under the guidance of
Father Christos Vagias who came to Chi-
cago from Greece via Colorado. Fr.
Vagias was assigned to St. George on the
second Sunday of January 1973. Just like
Fr. Golemis, Fr. Vagias, a respected
leader known for his commitment to the
Orthodox Christian faith and the Greek
language. In addition to serving as
Proistamenos, he also served as chaplain
for all the Orthodox Christian officers of
the Chicago Police Department.

Fr. Vagias faithfully served the com-

St George Greek Orthodox Church in Chicago, Ill “90th Anniversary, celebrating
 the Past, the Present and the Future”

munity of St. George for more than thirty-
three years. This was longer than any
other priest in the parish’s history. The
most notable achievements of St. George

under Fr. Vagias were the purchase of
additional land for the construction of a
parking lot, and the expansion of the
church’s complex through the construc-
tion of the St. George Community Cen-
ter, which was completed in 1998. Nearly
470 families, individuals, businesses and

friends of St. George donated funds to-
ward the construction and completion of
the new structure!

Under Fr. Vagias’ tenure, educa-
tional programs were expanded. The

Young Adult League (YAL) was established
and a Byzantine choral group was formed.
The parish became one of the locations of
the Metropolis of Chicago Greek Lan-
guage for Adults Program. From 1997 -
2008, Fr. Simeon Johnson served St.
George as an assistant priest to aid Fr.
Vagias with English speaking ministries
such as youth programs, Sunday school
and adult religious education.

In September of 2006, following the
retirement of Fr. Vagias, His Eminence
Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago assigned
the Rev. Father George Bessinas as the
new Proistamenos of St. George.  Under
his leadership and spiritual guidance, St.
George continues to serve the needs of its
faithful and stands as a witness of the Or-
thodox Christian faith. With the founda-
tion of outstanding priests and faithful pa-
rishioners, St. George will continue on its
path of spiritual growth and fruitful min-
istry. The parish of St. George looks for-
ward to continuing this rich history and cel-
ebrating many more anniversaries to the
Glory of God.

St. George is hosting a dinner Gala
on May 19, 2013, to celebrate its 90th An-
niversary. For information regarding this
celebration, please call the parish office
at 773-525-1793 or email
tmetro59@gmail.com.

(Continued from p. 1)

olympic Roofing, inc.
8229 N. Waukegan  Rd.

Niles, Il. 60714

SPYROS HOBITAKIS
 PHONES:  (847) 965-5254

                    Cell: (847)942-0115

SPECIAL FLAT ROOFING
INDUSTRIAL-RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL

HOT TAR ROOFONG-FIBER GLASS
NEW  INSULATION ROOFING

RUBERIZED ROOFING
 FREE ESTIMARES

#�J3 7��(�#�J3 7��(�#�J3 7��(�#�J3 7��(�#�J3 7��(�
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM

SUN FRESH
MARKET & DELI

CK3H��, J�(�G'#� JJ-G'#�CK3H��, J�(�G'#� JJ-G'#�CK3H��, J�(�G'#� JJ-G'#�CK3H��, J�(�G'#� JJ-G'#�CK3H��, J�(�G'#� JJ-G'#�
7K3N3G�� CK)�#� #K)���-7K3N3G�� CK)�#� #K)���-7K3N3G�� CK)�#� #K)���-7K3N3G�� CK)�#� #K)���-7K3N3G�� CK)�#� #K)���-DELI

3640 N. CENTRAL AVE.
CHICAGO, IL. 60634

PHONE: (773) 736-1860
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(From p. 1)
 The war might also spill into Northern Lebanon where factional fighting is already

raging. On the other hand, if Assad wins he may demonstrate his gratitude to Iran for its
weapons which Iran has been routing through Iraq.

 He may even grant Iran a Mediterranean naval base close to the newly discovered
hydrocarbon fields.Iran’s nuclear ambitions are the major problem of the U.S. and
Israel as long as the Islamists and present-day politicians run that country.

Since Iraq is now closely affiliated with Iran, Turkey’s is the other border that could
be useful to Western powers.But Turkey probably will not allow use of its Iranian
border either by U.S./NATO or by Israeli forces. We recall here the precedent of the
second Iraq war. Additionally, cooperating with Western powers would destroy Turkey’s
image as a Muslim leader.

Thus we can conclude that an Israel-Turkey cooperation may help in the present
crisis. However, in macro-strategic terms, it is not likely that it will be very productive
for Israel because it raises a host of other issues. On the other hand, it can prove useful
to Turkey if it uses “cooperation” to apply pressure on the U.S. – as it does now when
it serenades Gaza’s Hamas immediately after taking its vows with Israel.For more
information visit www.chicircle.org »

Forced by the U.S., Turkey and
Israel uneasy ‘partners’

facing Syria and Iran

(K'��3� �G)��-!(K'��3� �G)��-!(K'��3� �G)��-!(K'��3� �G)��-!(K'��3� �G)��-!
(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!



HAPPY EASTER  FROM

CENTRAL PARK FRUIT MARKET

3604 W. GRAND CHICAGO, IL. 60651

TEL.: (773) 278-1133,34
JIMMY & PETE
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(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!
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EASTER GREETINGS FROM

PARTHENON TRAVEL,
INC.

��I'6'� ��-G )JJ�6� #�' �3G #3�A3��I'6'� ��-G )JJ�6� #�' �3G #3�A3��I'6'� ��-G )JJ�6� #�' �3G #3�A3��I'6'� ��-G )JJ�6� #�' �3G #3�A3��I'6'� ��-G )JJ�6� #�' �3G #3�A3
3J3#J-K3  �) J3?'#)� �'A)�3J3#J-K3  �) J3?'#)� �'A)�3J3#J-K3  �) J3?'#)� �'A)�3J3#J-K3  �) J3?'#)� �'A)�3J3#J-K3  �) J3?'#)� �'A)�

2413 W. LAWRENCE AVE.
CHICAGO, IL. 60625

PHONE: (773) 784-0811,
 INDIANA (800) 926-2226

)H(3AA��)  ��3H�)H(3AA��)  ��3H�)H(3AA��)  ��3H�)H(3AA��)  ��3H�)H(3AA��)  ��3H�

 OAO?)G)'� OAO?)G)'� OAO?)G)'� OAO?)G)'� OAO?)G)'�

(K'��3� �G)��-!(K'��3� �G)��-!(K'��3� �G)��-!(K'��3� �G)��-!(K'��3� �G)��-!

(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!(K3G'� 73JJ�!

Top 10 Health Benefits of Golf
1) REDUCES STRESS
Playing a round of golf has been proven to release powerful natural, mood enhancing drugs

from our brains called endorphins.
However, if you’re married and you get caught playing around like Tiger Woods,  you

won’t feel good about the mood your partner is in (and you may end up with a club to the head).
2) TEACHES CREATIVITY
Depending on where your golf ball lies, you may need to use your imagination to make

your next shot.-Depending on your game, you may need to be creative and lie on your scorecard.
3) POWERS YOUR BRAIN
Golf may delay the onset of dementia by stimulating blood circulation in the brain along

with improving connections between nerve cells.
Swinging the clubs also challenges the mind in terms of strategy, coordination, concentra-

tion along with adding up a series of large numbers.
4) LIVE LONGER
A Swedish study on the health benefits of golf has found that people who play the game on

a regular basis have a 40% decreased mortality rate among their peers which equals a 5 year
increase in life expectancy.

Unfortunately, their scores typically get worse which means that their final years are filled
with misery and frustration.

5) SLEEP BETTER
Getting regular daytime exercise such as playing golf often means a person will fall asleep

faster and remain in a deep sleep for a longer period of time.
Unfortunately, a golfer achieves this sleep in the middle of the afternoon because he typi-

cally tees off at 5:30 AM.
6) GOOD WAY TO GET YOUR EXERCISE
The game of golf is great for your cardiovascular health since it involves walking about 6

miles and can burn off around 1400 calories.
However, if you choose to ride in a power cart so you can take advantage of the handy beer

holders, your lifetime membership at the club may be shortened.
7) CHANCE TO USE LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE
Learning the unique lingo of the game is as vital as learning the proper grip and swing

mechanics.
A skilled golfer is one who can use terms like bogey, Big Bertha, frickn’ and mulligan in a

single sentence.
SOCIALIZATION IN GROUPS

It is often said that the worst day of golf is still better than the best day of work especially
when you are hanging out with your buddies on the course.

Of course, the game also teaches the fine art of swearing, drinking, gambling and occa-
sional throwing of clubs in a group setting.

9) TESTS YOUR VISION
Every time you strike the little round white ball, it is an opportunity to evaluate your visual

acuity when attempting to locate where it landed.
This is especially true if it should happen to slice into the bushes or strike the house on

the left on hole #7.
10) TRAINS YOUR BLADDER
Taking a nice 4 ½ hour stroll interspersed by visits from the beer cart girl is a unique way

to test your bladder capacity.
If you are a female golfer, it is also a unique way to strengthen your thigh muscles while

crouching over a patch of poison ivy.
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ELMHURST
 FAMILY DENTAL
LOUIS PAHOPOS,

D.M.D.
585 N. YORK RD.

ELMHURST,  IL.  60126

PHONE:
 (630) 993-0780
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HAPPY EASTER FROM

 Welcome to Bearing Brokers Inc.! Your #1 source for all of your bearing needs! If
you are not familiar with us, you're probably wondering who we are and what we are
trying to achieve in the competitive world of bearings. Bearing Brokers Inc. was estab-
lished in 1991 with a vision of providing the best service and pricing to our customers.
BBI is now servicing thousands of satisfied customers and growing. We offer a variety
of products and services that are catered to our customers needs.

Located in Lake Zurich, Illinois, our warehouse is well stocked with commonly used
bearings, and some difficult to find bearings. We stock premium USA, Japan, Korean,
and Eastern European manufactured bearings. Please e-mail or call us toll free at 1-
800-248-9113 for a copy of our latest flyer.
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HAPPY EASTER FROM

SS. PETER AND PAUL
GREEK ORTHDOX

CHURCH
1401 WAGNER ROAD

GLENVIEW,  IL.6002  TEL: (847) 729-2235
Ñev. Fr. James Dokos, Protopresbyter

Fr. Dimitri  Tobias, Presbyter
Fr. Vladimir Christy, Presbyter
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THE ALPOGIANNIS FAMILY

GEORGE, SOPHIA, EVANGELINE,
COSTA, KIKI, MARIA & BABY ANNA
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Two videos showing a bottlenose dolphin carrying a dead calf with other dolphins
nearby, in what some said resembled a funeral, are being widely shared and have
prompted discussion about whether marine mammals grieve. While this type of be-
havior is not unprecedented it’s rarely witnessed in the wild.

On Facebook, experts chimed in to share what they’ve encountered involving killer
whales, which are the planet’s largest dolphins.

Susan MacKay of the nonprofit Whales and Dolphins BC, posted: “I can’t help
but also think of Northern Resident A12, who spent a full month circumnavigating
Hanson Island (top of Johnstone Strait) calling to her son. For over a year, every time
she came back to the area, she had a woeful call. Who says they don’t grieve or have
feelings?”

Dr. Robin Baird of the Cascadia Research Collective in Olympia, Washington,
provided a link to a report about an orca cataloged as L72 and her 6-year-old son
(L105) carrying and lifting a dead calf out of the water for more than six hours near
San Juan Island.

It reads: “Most of the time the calf was not visible, but on occasion L72 would lift
the calf out of the water when she was surfacing. When we were able to see the calf
L72 appeared to either be pushing it in front of her balanced on her rostrum or would
be carrying the calf on the top of her head. But the calf was negatively buoyant, so
had probably not been dead for long.

Presumed mother dolphin is seen
carrying dead calf on her back
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University Medicine and Cardiology
8110 S. Cass Ave., Darien, IL. 60561 Phone: (630) 963-4000
4605 W. Golf Rd, Skokie, IL. 60076 Phone: (847) 679-5199

Dr. Stamatis (Tom)  Dimitropoulos  is  a graduate of Rush Medical College. He completed
his Internal Medicine residency, as well as his  fellowship in Cardiovascular Disease at Rush
University Medical Center. He completed his interventional Cardiology fellowship at William
Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak, Michigan in 2009. Dr. Dimitropoulos is board certified  by the
American Board of Internal Medicine

Treating all adult medical needs, specializing in cardiac imaging, coronary stenting, non-
surgical treatment of varicose veins as well as preventive medicine.

· Same day and Walk-ins welcome
· Compassionate care
· Handicap Accessible
· Comprehensive services

Accepting Most Insurances-Accepting Medicare Assignment
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 — Across North Korea, soldiers are gearing up for battle and shrouding their
jeeps and vans with camouflage netting. Newly painted signboards and posters call
for "death to the U.S. imperialists" and urge the people to fight with "arms, not words."

But even as North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is issuing midnight battle cries to
his generals to ready their rockets, he and his million-man army know full well that a
successful missile strike on U.S. targets would be suicide for the outnumbered, out-
powered North Korean regime.

Despite the hastening drumbeat of warfare — seemingly bringing the region to
the very brink of conflict with threats and provocations — Pyongyang aims to force
Washington to the negotiating table, pressure the new president in Seoul to change
policy on North Korea, and build unity inside the country without triggering a full-
blown war.

North Korea wants to draw attention to the tenuousness of the armistice de-
signed to maintain peace on the Korean Peninsula, a truce Pyongyang recently an-
nounced it would no longer honor as it warned that war could break out at any time.

In July, it will be 60 years since North Korea and China signed an armistice with
the U.S. and the United Nations to bring an end to three years of fighting that cost
millions of lives. The designated Demilitarized Zone has evolved into the most heavily
guarded border in the world.

It was never intended to be a permanent border. But six decades later, North and
South remain divided, with Pyongyang feeling abandoned by the South Koreans in
the quest for reunification and threatened by the Americans.

In that time, South Korea has blossomed from a poor, agrarian nation of peas-
ants into the world's 15th largest economy while North Korea is struggling to find a
way out of a Cold War chasm that has left it with a per capita income on par with
sub-Saharan Africa.
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“NOTHING BEATS THE WAY YOU FEEL
AFTER A GOOD CLEANING!”

John G. Ifantis,
D.D.S., P.C.

Cosmetic and Restorative
Implant Dentistry

9251 Waukegan Rd.
Morton Grove , Il. 60053

Phone: (847) 663-0003

Cell: (847) 372-2311
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DR. DIMITRIOS
KYRIAZOPOULOS
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)H(3G��')H(3G��')H(3G��')H(3G��')H(3G��'
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)'K-G-)'K-G-)'K-G-)'K-G-)'K-G-
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