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WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Here are additional signs of the times and a limited interpretation of a
few of the signs.  These signs complete the five-part series.

71.      Worldwide Deception Rev. 13:14
72. Rejection of Doctrine 2 Tim. 4:3
73. Iniquity Shall Abound Math. 24:12
74. Increase in Violence II Tim. 3:1-3
75. Sea and Waves                Lk. 21:25
76. The Sun Scorched People Math. 24:29; Rev. 16:8-9
77. Treaties
78. Euphrates River Dried Up Rev. 16:12
79. Daniel’s 70th Week Dan. 9:24-27
80. Unrepentant Worship Rev. 9:20-21; Acts 19:35

   of Demons, Murders, sorceries
 (drugs) immorality or thefts;
stone fell from heaven

81. Two (2) Witnesses; Enoch, Elias              Rev. 11:3-6; Mal. 4:5; I King
            18:38; 2 Kings 2:11; Math.
            II Pet. 1:16-18; Gen, 5:24

82. The Beast             Rev. 17:11; Math. 17:3;
83. The Kings
        A.  North Ez. 38:1-39; Dan. 11:40; Joel 2:1-
        B.  South  27 Dan. 11:40
        C.    East Dan. 11:44; Rev. 9:13-16; 16:12-16
84. Jerusalem Rev. 17:9, 18:1-24; Ez:16; Zech.
                                                                     12:2,3,6
85. Twelve (12) Iman or Magde
86. Rapture (Prewrath) I Cor. 15:51-57; I Thes. 4:15-18;

Phil.3:20-21
87. 7,000 year Theory Gen. 1:31; 2:2; II Pet.  3:8-9
88. Signs and Wonders                Math. 24:24; 2 Thes. 2:9; Rev.

13:13-14; II Tim. 3:8
89. Political Correct vs. Biblical Correct
90. Which Generation Math. 24:33-3
#81. As all of these signs unfold, some have already unfolded,  please re-

member that God Almighty will not leave humanity or believers without
guidance.  Two Witnesses will come on the earth, in Jerusalem, calling on

humanity to repent and point to the
Antichrist’s and False Prophet’s
deceptions.  First, the resurrec-
tion or revival of the seventh
beast/ King, Rev. 13:3-4;  second,
the False Prophet making fire
come down from heaven, Rev.
3:12-14; and third, “all kinds of
miracles (powers) and signs and
false wonders,” by the lawless one,
II Thes. 2: 9-10.  Revelation Chap-
ter 11, speaks to the Two Wit-

nesses.  Several Fathers, Anthimas, Patriarch of Jerusalem, Theophelaktou
Voulgarias,  Hippolytus, St. Theodore the Studite, wrote that these Two Wit-

nesses would
be the Proph-
ets, Elijah and
Enoch.  St.
John of Da-
maskas and St.
Photios wrote
that one of the
Witnesses may
be St. John the
Apostle.  Ba-

sed on the Lord Jesus saying, “If it is my will that he remain until I come,
what is that to you?” Jn. 21:22.  Yet other Fathers wrote that one of the Two
Witnesses will be Moses.  The Author believes that since the Holy Scriptures
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THE PLATFORM OF THE “FREE PRESS”
1. To defend all who are unjustly attacked
2. To applaud the achievements of all our people
3. To support the ideas of the Greek Orthodox Faith
4. To promote the use of the Greek Language
5. To extend the knowledge of Hellenism, Greek
   cul ture  and traditions
6. To encourage all worthy community causes
7. To further the just causes of the people of Greece
8. To uphold the Greek Cypriot cause
9. To assist all Greek-American fraternal, cultural,
   patriotic and religious organizations
10. To install Americanism in the
   Greek-American community.

&/0$+(�)&&/0$+(�)&&/0$+(�)&&/0$+(�)&&/0$+(�)&
�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(

 &/)/0&� )$ �&$� &)$� &/)/0&� )$ �&$� &)$� &/)/0&� )$ �&$� &)$� &/)/0&� )$ �&$� &)$� &/)/0&� )$ �&$� &)$�

state that “it is appointed for men to die once,” Heb. 9:27, the Two Witnesses prob-
ably will be the Prophets Elijah and Enoch, as both were transported to another
place/ heaven and did not die.  See for Elijah, II Kings, 2: 1-11, and for Enoch, Gen.
5:24 and Heb. 11:5.  Regarding Moses’ and John’s bodies, there appears to be vari-

ous traditions as to what happened to them.
#84. Another profound prophecy about Jerusalem was voiced by the Prophet,

Zechariah, circa 500 B.C.  “I will make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all
people.” Zech. 12:3.  God Almighty gave Jerusalem to the Jewish people as an
“everlasting inheritance.” Gen. 13:18; Jer. 7:7.  Yet, Islam and the world want
Jerusalem and oppose God’s will.  Jerusalem shall continue to be a Cup of Trem-
bling until the Second Coming!

Lastly, as this five- part series closes, the Author hopes that people will call
upon God Almighty’s grace and mercy, repent and prepare for what is coming, so
as to not be deceived.
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OFFICE OF THE COOK
COUNTY TREASURER

Maria Pappas
118 North Clark Street, Room 212     Chicago, Illinois 60602

Information: Maria Pappas (312) 603-6202

Many Cook County Pension Funds Have
More Retirees Collecting Than Workers Pay-

ing in, Pappas Says
About one-fourth of governments with pension funds across Cook County

have more retirees collecting from the funds than workers paying into them,
Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas said today.

Cook County’s major taxing districts annually report their key finan-
cial data to the Treasurer’s Office under the county’s Debt Disclosure Ordi-
nance, authored by Pappas.

The Treasurer said the DDO figures show that 130 of the 549 taxing
districts report more retirees collect pensions than active workers contribute
to the funds – presumably for a future in which they begin collecting their own
pensions.

“More retirees collecting than workers contributing
presents a funding challenge to local governments strug-
gling to keep pension funds solvent,” Pappas said.

In remarks prepared for an address to the City Club of
Chicago, Pappas noted that pension funds have three major
sources of funding:  Payments from the government which
employs the workers, payroll deductions from the work-
ers, and interest money from investments.

Pappas said early retirement programs and cutbacks
have reduced the number of workers contributing to pen-

sion funds, while failure by some governments to contribute fully and sagging
interest returns on investments have added to bad financial consequences on the
funds.

“When one of these financial sources diminishes, the other two struggle
to provide the money the fund needs to send pension checks to retirees,” Pappas
said.  “When retirees outnumber workers, a fund may have to tap its investment
money to write checks, further reducing its resources.

“Therefore, governments must keep an eye on this imbalance and act to
provide sufficient financial resources to their pension funds,” Pappas said.
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THE “CHICAGO GREEK HOURS”

 AND  THE MONTHLY  NEWS PAPER

“OMOGENEIA”

 WISH
A  VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS

 AND
A HAPPY NEW YEAR  TO ALL!

AND THANK THEM FOR THEIR
SUPPORT FOR 32 YEARS

ELMWOOD  CEMETERY
AND MAUSOLEUM

  2905 Thacher Ave.
River Grove, IL 60171
Phone: (708) 453-0273

Fax-(708) 453-5944
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John Ifantis, DDS, PC
9251 Waukegan Rd. Morton Grove, IL 60053 (847) 663-0003

All that is good begins with a SMILE.

At Ifantis Dental Care, your smile is our top priority!  Dr. Ifantis and his entire team of dental professionals is dedicated
to providing you with the personalized, quality care that you deserve.  When you visit Ifantis Dental Care you will experience all
that modern dentistry has to offer , in one location.  The dental care we provide includes a comprehensive list of general,
restorative, cosmetic, orthodontic and periodontal services to meet the needs of the whole family, at an affordable price.  Our
goal is to assist each patient in achieving and maintaining long term dental health and a beautiful smile.  Some of the services we
provide include:

Exams & Cleanings

Extractions

Fillings

Root Canal Therapy

Dental Implants

Crowns & Bridges

Braces

Invisalign “clear braces”

Veneers

Teeth whitening

Partials & Full Dentures

l Neuromuscular (jaw joint) treatment

03$�4( '$11(--�(15 03$�4(03$�4( '$11(--�(15 03$�4(03$�4( '$11(--�(15 03$�4(03$�4( '$11(--�(15 03$�4(03$�4( '$11(--�(15 03$�4(
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
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Concorde Banquets...nestled in a beautifully private setting,
our renowned banquet facility is designed to host grand wed-
dings, anniversaries, conferences and other special events for
up to 800 guests.

We are located just 20 minutes northwest of O’Hare in the
quaint suburb of Kildeer, just adjacent to Arlington Heights,
Barrington, Buffalo Grove, Deer Park, Hawthorne Woods,
Inverness, Lake Zurich, Long Grove, Palatine, Rolling Meadows
and Wheeling.

We look forward to making your special event a true Concorde
experience.

CONCORD  BANQUETS
20922 N. RAND RD.,  KILDEER, IL. 6004.
PHONE: (847) 438-0025

For many, Christmas is the time to think of Jesus Christ as a baby in a manger.
While the birth of Christ is a special and miraculous event, it isn’t the primary
focus. The central truth of the Christmas story is this: the Child of Christmas is
God. Christmas is not about the Savior’s infancy; it is about His deity. The humble
birth of Jesus Christ was never intended to conceal the reality that God was being
born into the world.

I don’t suppose anyone can ever fathom what it means for God to be born in a
manger. How does one explain the Almighty stooping to become a tiny infant? Our
minds cannot begin to understand what was involved in God’s becoming man. Nor
can anyone explain how God could become a baby. Yet He did. Without forsaking
His divine nature or diminishing His deity, He was born into our world as a tiny
infant. He was fully human, with all the needs and emotions that are common to us
all. Yet He was also fully God—all wise and all powerful.

For nearly 2,000 years, debate has been raging about who Jesus really is. Cults
and skeptics have offered various explanations. They’ll say He is one of many gods,
a created being, a high angel, a good teacher, a prophet, and so on. The common
thread of all such theories is that they make Jesus less than God. But the biblical
evidence is overwhelming that this child in the manger was the incarnation of
God.

Paul was writing to the Christians at Colossae. The city was under the influ-
ence of what came to be known as gnosticism. Its adherents fancied themselves the
only ones who had access to the truth, which they believed was so complex that
common people couldn’t know it. Among other things, they taught philosophical
dualism—the idea that matter is evil and spirit is good. They believed that be-
cause God is spirit, He is good, but He could never touch matter, which is evil.

Therefore they also concluded that God couldn’t be the creator of the physical
universe, because if God made matter, He would be responsible for evil. And they
taught that God could never become a man, because as a man He would have to
dwell in a body made of evil matter.

Those pre-gnostics explained away the incarnation by saying that Jesus was a
good angel whose body was only an illusion. The apostle Paul refuted that same
heresy when he wrote, “By Him all things were created, both in the heavens and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or au-
thorities—all things have been created by Him and for Him” (1:16). He specifi-
cally affirmed that Jesus is God in the flesh—the Creator of everything.

Like Father, Like Son
Ironically, some of the cults that deny Jesus’ deity try to use Colossians 1:15

20 to support their view. They suggest, for example, that the phrase “the image of
the invisible God” (v. 15) hints that Jesus was merely a created being who bore

the image of God in the same sense as all humanity. But the truth is though we
were created in God’s likeness, we only resemble Him. Jesus, on the other hand,
is God’s exact image.

The Greek word translated “image” means a perfect replica, a precise copy, a
duplicate. Paul was saying that God Himself is fully manifest in the Person of His
Son, who is none other than Jesus Christ. He is the exact image of God.

The Rightful Heir
In Colossians 1:15 Paul says Jesus is “the first born of all creation.” Those

who reject the deity of Christ have made much of that phrase, assuming it means
Jesus was a created being. But the word translated “first born” describes Jesus’
rank, not His origin. The first-born in a Hebrew family was the heir, the ranking
one, the one who had the right of inheritance. And in a royal family, he had the
right to rule.

So Christ is the One who inherits all creation and the right to rule over it. It
doesn’t mean He was born first in order, for He wasn’t.

In Psalm 89:27 God says of David, “I also shall make him My first born, the
highest of the kings of the earth.” There the meaning of “first born” is given in
plain language: “the highest of the kings of the earth.” That’s what first-born
means—Christ is “King of kings and Lord of lords” (Revelation 17:16).

Hebrews 1 again has a parallel statement. Verse two says God has appointed
His Son “heir of all things.” He is the primary One, the Son who has the right to
the inheritance, the ranking Person, the Lord of all, heir of all creation.

Creator and King
The claim that “first born” means Christ is a created being completely ig-

nores the context of Colossians 1:15. Remember, you’ve already seen verses 16 17
explicitly name Him as Creator of everything. Christ is not part of creation; He
is the Creator, the very arm of God, active from the beginning in calling the uni-
verse and all creatures into existence. John 1:3 says, “All things came into being
by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”
That could not be true if He were Himself a created being.

Hebrews 1:2 also identifies Christ as the Creator. Christ was the Person of
the Trinity through whom the world was made and for whom it was fashioned.

The size of the universe is incomprehensible.
Who made all that? Some scientists say there was this big explosion that even-

tually formed a primordial swamp, and ... Science cannot explain it. God created
it all.Who?

The babe in Bethlehem. He made everything.

What is the real meaning of Christmas?
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His Eminence Metropolitan IAKOVOS awarding Mrs Lena

Angelos with the Medal of St Paul, the highest honor a lay-

person can receive.

Mrs Lena

A n g e l o s ,

well known

as a philan-

thropist  and

religious ac-

tivist, with

her award

and medal,

which she

d e s e r v e s

100%.!
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Mrs
Lena
Angelos
an advocate
for the
Greek
Orthodox
traditional

family  Values,
with her
beloved
family

Lena  and  her
husband
Tom. Tom an
Archon
of the Patri-
archate,
is also
a supporter
of the
same
family
values
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PARK   PACKING
4107 S. ASHLAND AVE.,  CHICAGO, IL. 60609

PHONE:  (773) 254-0100
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THE ALPOGIANIS FAMILY

GEORGE, SOPHIA, EVANGELINE,
COSTA, KIKI, MARIA & BABY ANNA

5 $4�$�&�&4(5 $4�$�&�&4(5 $4�$�&�&4(5 $4�$�&�&4(5 $4�$�&�&4(
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM

PAUL’S HEATING
AND COOLING

NEW INSTALLATIONS, SERVICE,
REPAIRS FOR 24 HOUR SERVICE

CALL: (708) 681-1221

$ 464$�)5)5�$ 464$�)5)5�$ 464$�)5)5�$ 464$�)5)5�$ 464$�)5)5�

PAUL SYNADINOS
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     �(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(
&435�4�$ )$&435�4�$ )$&435�4�$ )$&435�4�$ )$&435�4�$ )$
�&$� &)$��&$� &)$��&$� &)$��&$� &)$��&$� &)$�

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM

SS. PETER AND
PAUL

GREEK ORTHDOX
CHURCH
1401 WAGNER ROAD

GLENVIEW,  IL.6002TEL: (847) 729-2235

Fr. Panagiotis Boznos
Mr. George Nassos, Parish

Council President
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"����"� ��	
"�

ST DEMETRIOS
GREEK ORTHODOX

CHURCH
2727  W. WINONA  CHICAGO, IL. 60625

TEL: (773) 561-5992

Fr. Apostolos N. Georgiafentis,
$������$������$������$������$������

Fr.Christos Mihalopoulos
'	���#
�	�'	���#
�	�'	���#
�	�'	���#
�	�'	���#
�	�

John Laftsidis  President
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 �(4 &435�4�$ �(4 &435�4�$ �(4 &435�4�$ �(4 &435�4�$ �(4 &435�4�$

)$ �&$�)$ �&$�)$ �&$�)$ �&$�)$ �&$�
&)$�&)$�&)$�&)$�&)$�

�(1&� �4$3)&��(1&� �4$3)&��(1&� �4$3)&��(1&� �4$3)&��(1&� �4$3)&�
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM

-3$/)(, 1(0(�4�(, &115�4�(-3$/)(, 1(0(�4�(, &115�4�(-3$/)(, 1(0(�4�(, &115�4�(-3$/)(, 1(0(�4�(, &115�4�(-3$/)(, 1(0(�4�(, &115�4�(
'3$S$�)( -3&��( �3&()(-'3$S$�)( -3&��( �3&()(-'3$S$�)( -3&��( �3&()(-'3$S$�)( -3&��( �3&()(-'3$S$�)( -3&��( �3&()(-DELI

3640 N. CENTRAL AVE.
CHICAGO, IL. 60634

PHONE: (773) 736-1860

&/0$+&H(&/0$+&H(&/0$+&H(&/0$+&H(&/0$+&H(
 � T1$/� )$/� &115�&� � T1$/� )$/� &115�&� � T1$/� )$/� &115�&� � T1$/� )$/� &115�&� � T1$/� )$/� &115�&�

'&1()&� �(4 �)5� $+$�&�&4('&1()&� �(4 �)5� $+$�&�&4('&1()&� �(4 �)5� $+$�&�&4('&1()&� �(4 �)5� $+$�&�&4('&1()&� �(4 �)5� $+$�&�&4(

�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(�(1( 034�)$/�&��(
&/)/0&� )$ �&$ &)$�&/)/0&� )$ �&$ &)$�&/)/0&� )$ �&$ &)$�&/)/0&� )$ �&$ &)$�&/)/0&� )$ �&$ &)$�

HOLIDAY GREETINGS

FROM

PARTHENON
TRAVEL, INC.

)(L464( �)5� &11(6( �(4 )$� �$�+$)(L464( �)5� &11(6( �(4 )$� �$�+$)(L464( �)5� &11(6( �(4 )$� �$�+$)(L464( �)5� &11(6( �(4 )$� �$�+$)(L464( �)5� &11(6( �(4 )$� �$�+$
$1$�153$  �& 1$�4�&� )4+&�$1$�153$  �& 1$�4�&� )4+&�$1$�153$  �& 1$�4�&� )4+&�$1$�153$  �& 1$�4�&� )4+&�$1$�153$  �& 1$�4�&� )4+&�

2413 W. LAWRENCE AVE.
CHICAGO, IL. 60625

PHONE: (773) 784-0811,
 INDIANA (800) 926-2226

                                                            03$�4(    '$11(03$�4(    '$11(03$�4(    '$11(03$�4(    '$11(03$�4(    '$11(
  �(1(  034�)$/�&��(  �(1(  034�)$/�&��(  �(1(  034�)$/�&��(  �(1(  034�)$/�&��(  �(1(  034�)$/�&��(
       �(1&� �4$3)&�       �(1&� �4$3)&�       �(1&� �4$3)&�       �(1&� �4$3)&�       �(1&� �4$3)&�
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P and S MEATS  GROCERY
RETAIL AND WHOLESALE

7544 N. MILWAUKEE AVE. CHICAGO, IL. 60631

PHONE: (773) 775-1503 FAX: (773) 775- 1712

P and S Meats.: ‘&�� �	������� ��� ‘&�� �	������� ��� ‘&�� �	������� ��� ‘&�� �	������� ��� ‘&�� �	������� ��� grocery store  �
   �
   �
   �
   �
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�  -	"��� 	%����� �	"�
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SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM

ELMHURST
FAMILY  DENTAL

LOUIS PAHOPOS,
D.M.D.

585 N. YORK RD.
ELMHURST, IL. 60126

PHONE: (630)-993-0780
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olympic Roofing, inc.
8229 N. Waukegan  Rd.

Niles, Il. 60714

SPYROS HOBITAKIS

 PHONES:  (847) 965-5254
                    Cell: (847)942-0115

SPECIAL FLAT ROOFING
INDUSTRIAL-RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL

HOT TAR ROOFONG-FIBER GLASS
NEW  INSULATION ROOFING

RUBERIZED ROOFING
 FREE ESTIMARES
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The Greek American Rehabilitation and Care Centre of Wheeling, Illinois
held their Hellenic Legacy Gala on Saturday, November 19, 2016 at the Westin
O’Hare Hotel in Rosemont, Illinois.  Chairwomen, Vaciliki Ress and Kaliopi

Apostolopoulos, along with advisor, Eleni Bousis, and their dedicated commit-
tee, outdid themselves once again this year with a beautiful and extravagant

event.  The Gala, which is the largest fundraiser of the year for the Care Centre
was a great success and aptly demonstrated the love and loyalty that our com-

munity has for the Home and the residents.
Master of Ceremonies, Susanna Homan, Editor-In-Chief and Publisher of

Chicago magazine, kept the evening flowing and entertained everyone with her

Greek American Rehabilitation & Care Centre
Annual Hellenic Legacy Gala Featured Glykeria and Kostas Karafotis

charm and wit.  The superior entertainment by world famous Glykeria, and the charis-
matic Kostas Karafotis, enamored the audience and rocked the room.  The stage, sound
and lights transformed the banquet room to an elegant atmosphere, and the entertain-
ment kept everyone on the dance floor all night long.  All this, plus great food, drink

and camaraderie con-
tributed to an enjoyable
evening filled with
“kefe”.

TheGreek American
Rehabilitation and Care
Centre, which opened in
March of 2002, is the
only nursing home in
the Midwest that is
owned by the Greek
American Community.
The Care Centre offers
short-term rehabilita-
tion and long-term
skilled care for the eld-
erly and chronically ill,
including a Memory
Loss care floor.  This
state-of-the-art facility
provides quality health
care in a warm and cozy,
home-like environment,
where residents are
treated equally with
love, respect, honor and
dignity.  Many of our
residents are on Medic-

aid, which unfortunately does not cover all expenses involved in their care.  The Gala
is a means for us to reach out to the community for assistance in reducing the shortfall

from the funds we receive from the state and the amount it costs to care for our resi-
dents.

Our dream of a Greek
American Nursing Home be-
came a reality through the per-
severance of many loyal and
dedicated individuals who la-
bored extensively to build and
sustain this wonderful facility.
With the generous support of
many individuals and organiza-
tions across the country, this
Home has excelled over the
years and we will be celebrating
our 15 year anniversary in 2017.
Your donations allow us to bring
your Care Centre and its mission
to the forefront of the Greek
American Community.

On behalf of the Gala com-
mittee, the Board of Directors,
staff, volunteers and residents,
we thank you, the Greek Ameri-
can Community for your continu-
ous love, loyalty and support of
your Home.

We hope to see you at our
annual Dinner Fashion Show on
Friday, May 5, 2017 and for
other events throughout the year
celebrating our 15 year anniver-

sary.
We wish you a blessed and Merry Christmas and a joyous, prosperous

and healthy New Year.
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Cermak Fresh Market is a premier Chicago Supermarket Chain located in the Midwest, United States. Our
company specializes in a variety of ethnic foods catering to Mexican, Puerto Rican, Greek, Italian, Polish, Russian
and other European and Latin American cultures. We serve our customers only the best quality in hand picked
fresh produce, local and international groceries, superior meats from the Certified Angus Beef brand, fresh fish
selects, wholesome dairy, a fresh bakery and a large selection of beverages both foreign and domestic.

Cermak Fresh Market accepts multiple forms of payment. Although we do not accept personal checks, work
checks can be accepted in particular instances per management approval. We accept all major credit cards,
Illinois Link Card (visit DHS to apply for Link) and WIC Program Payments (apply at the FNS at the USDA).

At Cermak, we believe our success is testament to our superior fresh foods and the utmost quality of customer
service. Aside from our competitive prices, you'll clearly notice the difference when you walk into one of our
beautiful local neighborhood stores.

Our courteous staff is dedicated to serving our customers with the best possible grocery shopping experience.
In instances where special foods are requested, we'll do our very best to meet your needs and fulfill any order. If
your looking to purchase produce or other store items in bulk, Cermak has the flexibility to meet your needs. As
a leading food wholesaler in the Chicago land area we're determined to take any measure to ensure that your
request is met.

Cermak Fresh Market is committed to the belief that if we continue to provide our customers with what they
want at the highest of service, we will succeed in our mission; To forever be your friendly neighborhood market.
Thank you for shopping at Cermak and visiting our website!
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CRETAN FRATERNITY of CHICAGO & SUBURNS
7013 N. MILWAUKEE NILES, IL. 60714
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The Metropolis of Chicago Archons held a Religious Freedom Symposium
at St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church on November 30, 2016. The event took
place after the Liturgy in honor of St. Andrew, the Archons of the Ecumenical

Patriarchate’s patron saint. More
than 200 people attended the event,
including His Eminence Metropolitan
Iakovos, Bishop Demetrios of
Mokissos, Father John Kalomas,
Proistamenos of St. Andrew Church,
multiple Chicago area priests and
Metropolis of Chicago Archons.

Keynote Speaker Archon John
Zavitsanos of Houston, Texas gave an
exemplary presentation, titled, “The
Ecumenical Patriarchate: The assault
over the last 60 years. Will the church
be extinguished in Constantinople?”
Archon Zavitsanos is a widely-re-
garded trial lawyer, who regularly
speaks throughout the country on is-

sues affecting the Mother Church. Mr. Zavitsanos was also part of the legal
team that successfully won the return of certain properties belonging to the
Ecumenical Patriarchate against the government of Turkey and the European
Court of Human Rights. He currently serves as a member of the National
Council of the Order of St. Andrew, and is a member of the Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Houston, where he’s served on the Parish Council.
He also has served on the Archdiocese Council.

The evening before after the Vespers Service for St. Andrew, Archon
Zavitsanow spoke to parishioners about the work of the archons for the Ecu-
menical Patriarch. Regional Commanders John Manos and Gus Pablecas also
spoke that evening about the five key issues impacting the Ecumenical Patri-
archate. Twenty-two Metropolis of Chicago Archons attended the Service with
other Orthodox faithful.

Pictured with His Eminence Metropolitan Iakovos are Metropolis of Chi-
cago Archons George Gritsonis, John Hilaris, Wesley Stinich, Theodore Sep-
sis, Tom Angelos, BJ Vranas, George Voutiritsas, Mike Halikias, Regional
Commander John Manos, Frank Lagouros, Thomas Kanelos, John Balourdos.
Regional Commander Gus Pablecas, John Zavitsanos of Houston, Texas, A.S.
Betzelos, Steven Laduzinsky, George Danigeles, and Arthur Balourdos. Not
pictured, but present during the Vespers service, are Nick Georgiafentis, Bob
Bozonelos, and John Colis.

Religious Freedom
Symposium at St. Andrew
Greek Orthodox Church

Archon John Zavitsanos
 His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Geron of America returned yester-

day, Saturday Dec. 3, 2016, a rare ninth century Greek manuscript of the com-
plete New Testament known as Codex 1424, to its rightful owners: the Holy
Metropolis of Drama and its Hierarch, His Eminence Metropolitan Pavlos of
Drama; and the Monastery of Panagia Eikosifoinissa from which the manuscript
had been stolen by the Bulgarians in 1917.

On the eve of the feast of Saint Barbara, the great martyr,  –who is the patron
saint of this city– a great procession began from the location known as the springs
of Saint Barbara and led to the great and ornate Cathedral of Drama, dedicated
to the Entrance of Theotokos into the Temple. The city’ s philharmonic bands
led the procession, and a multitude of groups followed: school children, town,
professional and cultural organizations with their flags and banners. Altar boys,
priests and monastics accompanied the two icons, first the historic icon of
Panagia Eikosifoinissa and the icon of Saint Barbara. His Eminence Metropoli-
tan Barnabas of Neapolis and Stavroupolis, joining the people of Drama in cel-
ebration, walked the route to the cathedral along with those who came from
the United States for the events surrounding the return of the manuscript in-
cluding Rev. Dr. James Nieman, President of the Lutheran School of Theology
at Chicago (LSTC) and his wife JoAnn; Fr. Alexander Karloutsos and Presbytera
Xanthi; and Archon George Tsougarakis, who, as a lawyer, assists the efforts of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate in locating and obtaining lost or stolen manu-
scripts.

Archbishop Demetrios of America and Metropolitan Pavlos of Drama waited
at the Cathedral for the procession to arrive and the ceremony of repatriation
of the 9th century manuscript began. His Eminence the Archbishop read a mes-
sage sent by His All-Holiness for the occasion.

The Archbishop in his remarks outlined three very important factors that
led to the return of the manuscript. First, he said, this would not have happened
if it were not for the initiative, the prestige and authority of His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. Secondly, he spoke of the importance of
the resolve and determination of Metropolitan Pavlos in seeking and recover-
ing stolen items from around the world. Lastly the Archbishop thanked whole-
heartedly the president of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago Rev. Dr.
James Nieman and his community who voluntarily returned the historic manu-
script in a Christian manner, in peace and in love. Further the Archbishop said
that the return of this ancient handwritten copy of the New Testament is the
first of the signs from God; “it is a sign and a miracle, the first in a series of
signs to come, as we await more like it from universities, museums and other
institutions to follow the great and beautiful example of the Lutheran School of
Theology at Chicago.”

Rev. Dr. James Nieman delivered his address in English, as Archdeacon
Pantleimon Papadopoulos translated into Greek for all those in attendance.

Immediately following, the manuscript codex 1424, placed in a clear
plexiglass display, was brought out to the solea and was handed over by Arch-
bishop Demetrios of America and Rev. Dr. James Nieman to Metropolitan Pavlos
and Abbess Alexia of the Holy Monastery of Panagia Eikosifoinissa, as the faith-
ful in attendance applauded.

Metropolitan Pavlos in his response, first expressed hymns of gratitude for
the Theotokos, Holy Mother of God, and then expressed the gratitude of the
faithful of his eparchy to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, Archbishop
Demetrios of America and those who worked together and contributed to the
successful return of the manuscript.

Metropolitan Pavlos awarded the highest honor of the Church of Drama,
the Golden Medal of Saint John Chrysostom to Archbishop Demetrios, Dr. James
Nieman, Fr. Alexander Karloutsos and Archon George Tsougarakis, as a token
of appreciation.

The last part of the ceremony included the signing of official documents
marking the return of the Codex by all participants named above and other
contributors.

Following the ceremony, Archbishop Demetrios officiated at the magnifi-
cent byzantine service of Great Vespers for the Feast of Saint Barbara, the Great
Martyr, who is the protector and patron saint of this city. Also attending the
service were Metropolitan Prokopios of the neighboring Metropolis of
Philippoi, Neapoleos and Thassos (city of Kavala) and visiting Metropolitan
Barnabas of Neapolis and Stavroupolis (a Metropolis bordering Thessaloniki).

THE 9TH CENTURY GREEK MANU-
SCRIPT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT (CO-
DEX 1424) IS RETURNED DURING MAG-
NIFICENT CEREMONY AND VESPERS

SERVICE
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 MERRY CHRISTMAS, BEST WISHES AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 2017

             MICHAEL SAKELARIS             THOMAS  C.  DIAMOND
              CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER                           CHAIRMAN

         GARA & GARC BOARD OF  DIRECTORS

  TED ARVANITIS                                              SAM MARKOS
   FRANK BOLOS                                             THOMAS MANNOS
  TOM COUTRETSIS                                       GEORGE  RADAIOS
  CHRIS DEMOS                                               JAMES ROMAS
  GEORGE FOUNTALAS                                  ANGELO SELLIS
  GEORGE FRANGOS                                     PETER SARANTOPOULOS
  CHRIS GEORGES                                         STEVE THEOFANOUS
   NICK GOUNTANIS                                         GEORGE VLAHAKIS
   GEORGE KARAS                                           JAMES VERROS
  NICK KATSIS

                         GEORGE SOUROUNIS-MEMBER  RELATIONS
                       733 LEE ST., SUITE 200, DES PLAINES, IL.60016
                     PHONE: (847) 824-6941 -  FAX: (847) 824-6943
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